Introduction
This chapter focuses on how persistent uncertainties about US East Asian commitments have informed that region's efforts to construct a stable regional order beyond a set of US-centric arrangements in place since the Cold War. Moved by two related imperatives -specifically, the need to ameliorate questions about US East Asia commitments and a need to engage an increasingly influential China that had been mostly outside that US system -those efforts have been given particular expression in the creation of regional frameworks like the ASEAN Regional Forum (ARF), the ASEAN Plus Three (APT), and the East Asia Summit (EAS). Of special interest to this chapter have been the ways in which conceptualizations of 'regional community' have informed their development. Theoretically contested and practically challenged, neither regional community conceptualizations nor institutional trends have been straightforward in their development. Still, the significance of regional community expressions lies in their projection of a more China-inclusive regional order and of regional security that contrasts with that expressed by US alliances and partnerships. The result is a regional system of mixed community and deterrence logics. Tensions between these two security logics have recently become sharper with two related developments: firstly, the growth of Chinese influence, and, secondly, heightened US regional attention as expressed most notably in the US 'pivot'/'rebalance' to Asia.
This chapter conceives these tensions as reflective of a regional system that has been transitioning away from the US-centric regional order that characterized much of Cold War East Asia and the challenges faced by states trying to negotiate changing US and China roles. A key strategic partner of most East Asian states, the US and its past Cold War policies continue to structure these states' economic and strategic interests, as well as elite conceptualizations of regional security and regional order (Hamilton-Hart 2012) . At the same time, persistent uncertainties about US commitments have also opened the door for new arrangements and relations, most notably with China, East Asia's resident rising power and already critical economic partner of all East Asian states. China's inclusion in regularized cooperative frameworks and dialogues has been an important feature of East Asia's post-Cold War regional system. China's inclusion is also a key point of contrast from the US-centric system that predominated previously.
Keeping with the thrust of this volume, this chapter focuses on the particular influence of US-related uncertainties on evolving institutional trends and conceptions of regional community. The argument here is that political and strategic uncertainties about China mean that the United States will continue to occupy a prominent place in East Asia's strategic landscape, but the US role will also continue to be mitigated by persistent questions about US commitments, as well as by a broadly held consensus that geography and economics demand a modus vivendi with China. These uncertainties about both the United States and China also mean that regional cooperative frameworks and community conceptualizations remain studies in adaptation.
This chapter begins by elaborating on the concept of regional community in East Asia. It highlights how regional community conceptualizations both find inspiration in and diverge from International Relations (IR)-theoretic concepts of security community. The chapter then offers a big picture view of how community conceptualizations have evolved in relation to US commitments. It gives particular attention to the roles played by secondary and lesser powers, especially that of ASEAN. Lastly, the chapter considers the US 'rebalance' to East Asia and what it signifies for institutional and community building efforts in the region.
Regional community and security community
Be it as an analytic concept, a regional ideal, or a policy objective, 'regional community' conceptualizations have been given particular expression in theoretical and practical discussions on the development of regional institutions in East Asia. Especially defining has been Karl Deutch's concept of security community defined in terms of peaceful change and the unthinkable use of force. This is especially true in the case of Southeast Asia, where a regional community discourse and the
